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June 23th, 2019 
The Lord Said to my Lord  

Mark 12:35-44 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
June 16 Psalms 17-20  June 20 Psalms 36-39 
June 17 Psalms 21-25  June 21 Psalms 40-45 
June 18 Psalms 26-31  June 22 Psalms 46-50 
June 19 Psalms 32-35  June 23 Psalms 51-57  
 

Lesson Introduction: After Jesus handled the onslaught 
of questions from the religious leaders with such 
authority that “no one dared to ask Him any more 
questions,” (Mark 12:18), we see Him begin to ask 
questions of His own. Our passage begins with Jesus once 
again pointing to the fact that He is more than just a 
mere man. In questioning the scribes concerning the title 
of “Son of David,” we see Jesus proclaim to be the Lord, 
the Christ, the Messiah. From there, we will see Jesus call 
out the arrogance and pride of the scribes. The passage 
closes with Jesus contrasting the pride of the scribes with 
the humility and sacrifice of a poor widow woman. What 
we will learn this week is that Jesus is the King of kings, 
and yet is not impressed with pomp and circumstance, 
but instead desires His servants to be humble and 
sacrificial.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (V. 35-37) 
 

• Condemnation awaits those who are self-
promoting (V. 38-40) 

 

• God is interested in the heart rather than external 
showcases of faithfulness (V. 41-44) 

 
Mark 12:35-44 English Standard Version 
 
35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can 
the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David? 36 
David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, 
 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
    until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 
 
37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” 
And the great throng heard him gladly. 
 

38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, 
who like to walk around in long robes and like greetings 
in the marketplaces 39 and have the best seats in the 
synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 40 who 
devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long 
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
 
41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched 
the people putting money into the offering box. Many 
rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came 
and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 
43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than 
all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For 
they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out 
of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had 
to live on.” 
 
Discussion Section 1: Christ, the Son of God (V. 35-36) 
 
-In what way is Jesus the “Son of David”? 
 
-What point was Jesus ultimately trying to make by 
drawing attention to the fact that “Son of David” is not a 
fully appropriate title? 
 
-What do we learn in these verses about the origin of all 
Scripture? 
 
Note: Our passage begins with Jesus turning the tables 
on the religious leaders. Throughout the Gospels, we see 
the scribes, pharisees and Sadducees pepper Jesus with 
questions, seeking to trip Him up. But according to the 
final verse of last week’s lesson (V. 34), Jesus had 
completely shut down every objection thrown His way 
and had silenced these naysayers. Then He asks them a 
question… “How can the scribes say that the Christ is 
the son of David?” This is an interesting question, 
because Jesus was most certainly of the line of David, as 
had been prophesied. So why was Jesus asking this 
question? What was the point He was making? 
 
Jesus quoted from Psalms 110:1, where King David, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21), 
wrote of the Lord speaking to his Lord. The first word for 
“Lord” in the Hebrew text is “Yahweh,” which is the 
God’s covenant name. The second word used for “Lord” 
is a different word used by Jews as a title for God. 
Essentially, Jesus is teaching that David was saying that 
God (The Father, Yahweh), was speaking to the Lord, 
God (the Son, Messiah, Christ). David here does not refer 
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to the Messiah as his son, but as God Himself, the Christ! 
Jesus is making the point to the religious leaders who 
have been questioning Him, that He is not some mere 
man, not simply of the line of David, but greater still.  He 
is God in flesh. Jesus is no longer interested in concealing 
His messiahship as His crucifixion draws nearer. He is 
pointing to the Scriptures about the coming Messiah, and 
proclaiming that He is the One.  
 
Discussion Section 2: Beware of the Scribes (V. 38-40) 
 
-Why does Jesus warn us to “beware” of those who are 
haughty? 
 
-What are some ways that we might behave similarly to 
the scribes described in these verses? 
 
-Why does condemnation await those who promote 
themselves? 
 
Note: Jesus goes from calling out the ignorance of the 
scribes concerning Himself, to then calling out their 
arrogance. He tells the people to “beware” of self-
promoting ways of the scribes and after recounting said 
ways, says that “They will receive the greater 
condemnation.” What we have seen throughout the 
Gospel of Mark is that humble service and sacrifice is the 
calling of every disciple of Christ. And, what we know is 
that for those who are in Christ, there is no 
condemnation (Romans 8:1). It would follow then, that it 
is not possible to truly be a disciple of Christ and live a life 
of self-service.  
 
Jesus warns the people of the ways of the scribes 
because their ways lead to death! The way to abundant 
life is through Jesus alone (John 10:10, John 14:6) and a 
life set on Christ does not seek to exalt self, but to exalt 
Christ. As we study this passage, may we examine our 
lives. Are we most set on exalting Christ and serving 
others, or are we always out to receive recognition? Do 
we love titles and respect directed at us, or do we live our 
lives as lowly servants to others, that Christ might be 
exalted? The Christian heart says with John the Baptist, 
“He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 
Jesus calls out the scribes for their haughtiness, but what 
we will see in the next section is that He exalts the 
humble.  
 
Discussion Section 3: Christlike Giving (V. 41-44) 
 
-How did Jesus gauge giving according to this passage? 

 
-What principle should we take away from these verses 
concerning giving? 
 
-How might we give like the widow in our wealthy 
western culture? 
 
-How does the widow’s gift reflect what it means to be a 
disciple of Jesus? 
 
Note from James R. Edwards’ Commentary on the 
Gospel According to Mark: 
 
For Jesus, the value of a gift is not the amount given, but 
the cost to the giver. That point will be repeated in the 
story of the woman in 14:3-9 who gives an extravagant 
gift of perfume: the value of her gift is light-years greater 
than the two lepta of the poor widow here; yet, 
remarkably, each is equally praised by Jesus for doing 
what they could. Their generosity and sacrifice, if not 
their respective amounts, are the same. In the temple, 
others gave what they could spare, but the poor widow 
spared nothing. Others gave from their surplus, but she 
gave from her need, “all she had to live on."  
 
The nameless widow concludes Mark's account of Jesus' 
public ministry. The sacrifice of “all she had” is the 
keystone in Mark's arch of faith. The initial call of Jesus 
to the fishermen beside the sea to leave all and “Come, 
follow me” (1:17) is perfectly fulfilled in the giving of two 
simple lepta, which symbolize an undivided heart. This 
widow's selfless act is not showcased primarily for its 
moral value, exposing the gulf between her humble piety 
and the pretense of the scribes, or to unmask tests and 
traps of the Sanhedrin, although it does that. Rather, as 
v. 43 reveals ("Summoning his disciples"), the chief 
purpose of the widow is as a model of discipleship. No 
gift, whether of money, time, or talent, is too 
insignificant to give, if it is given to God. And what is 
truly given to God, regardless of how small and 
insignificant, is transformed into a pearl of great price. 
What may look like a great gift, conversely, may in 
reality be little in comparison with what one could give. 
The widow's giving “all she had” is a true fulfillment of 
the call to discipleship to follow Jesus by losing one's life 
(8:35). The final Greek words of the chapter might be 
paraphrased, "she lay down her whole life." That is what 
Jesus will do on Golgotha. 
 
  


